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Immigration and Ellis Island - 7th Grade

A Primary Source Document
Digitdl Mini-Kit

presented by West Chicago City Museum

The purpose of this kit is to supplement your regular curriculum with fun activities that reinforce

the concepts taught, while at the same time exposing students to the history of West Chicago.

Worksheets can be projected on a screen or wall to serve as whole-class activities. They can also be printed out in limited
numbers for small-group work or given to each individual child for independent work. For this kit, we have presented West

Chicago history by making connections between our past and Chicago’s. Contact Maggie Capettini at
MuseumEd@westchicago.org with questions or comments.
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Before immigrants were processed through Ellis Island,
they came to the United States through a place known as Castle Garden in New York City.

The Immigration Years 1855-1890

On August 3, 1855, Castle Garden opened as an immigrant landing depot. The creation of Castle Garden, the
official immigrant processing center in the nation, represented a country at a crossroads, signaling a change in
American immigration policy, and in the ways through which immigrants became Americans.

During the next 34 years, over 8 million people entered the United States through Castle Garden. Two out of
every three immigrants to the United States in this period passed through the Castle Garden. It was closed on
April 18, 1890.

http://www.nps.gov/cacl/index.htm




This is a primary source document about Castle Garden.

From when does this image date?
What can you learn from the illustration? What questions do you have after looking at this illustration?




Many of Turner Junction’s* earliest settlers came to the area from England, Ireland,
and Germany between the 1830s and 1870s. Many of them likely came through Castle
Garden as part of the journey to the area now known as West Chicago.

Immigrants and workers exiting Castle Garden complex. Courtesy of National Park Service
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*From 1850 until 1896 Turner Junction was the name of the town we now call West Chicago.
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This census was taken in 1880 in Turner Junction. Charles Schlupp and h|s famlly are listed on lines 44-50.
Charles’ profession is listed as “shoemaker.” He and his wife have “Bavaria” listed as place of birth for
themselves and of both of their parents.

Where is Bavaria?

Where were the children born?

What does this tell us about how this family got to Turner Junction (West Chicago)?
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Charles Schlupp and his family are included
in this document on lines 37-40.

Things have changed after 20 vyears.
Charles’ profession is now listed as a saloon
keeper.

Only 2 children remain at home; John (21
years old) is listed as a bar tender, and Julia

‘As a telephone operator'ih 1900 Juﬂlia'\ rray have worked a
telephone exchange S|m|Iar tp th|s one th;Fwas located in
West Chicago in th: 1 arly 190C

(18) works as a telephone operator. Where
were these children born?
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Charles and his wife Mary are both buried in Oakwood Cemetery in West Chicago.




1830 1833 1880 1903 1930 1955

England to New York Liner Transatlantic Crossing Times, 1833 - 1952 (in days)

Note: Liverpool / New York. Source: data from P.J. Hugill (1993) World Trade since 1431, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, p.128. Stopford, M. (2009) Maritime Economics,
Third Edition, London: Routledge.

What factors do you think made travel times go down as the years went on?




What can you tell about these women
and children from this photograph?
How old are they? What are they
wearing? What are their moods?

What may their journey have been
like?

How would you describe the ship they
are traveling on? Does it look clean?
Comfortable?

Group of emigrants women and children from eastern

“Europe on deck of the SS Amsterdam 1899
LC-DIG-ppmsca-38995
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What might motivate someone to take a long and

uncertain journey across the ocean to a new land?
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Would you be willing to make a journey like this? 5755 ﬂ”” o
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Under what circumstances?

- ‘ S.S. Amsterdam



Group of emigrants on deck of the SS Patricia circa 1906 ic-usze2-11202



Americans encouraged relatively free and open immigration during the 18th and early 19th centuries.

@he late 1800s, though, feelings had beguh

change about immigration. Some states had
already set forth their own immigration laws. In
1875, the Supreme Court declared immigration a
federal responsibility. Congress began passing
laws that put limitations on immigrants. For
example, certain types of laborers were not
allowed to immigrate. Neither were people who
were “idiots, lunatics, convicts, and persons likely

Q)ecome a public charge.” /

http://www.nps.gov/elis/index.htm

ﬁhe federal government assumed dire}

control of inspecting, admitting, rejecting,
and processing all immigrants seeking
admission to the United States with the
Immigration Act of 1891. The 1891 Act
also expanded the list of excludable
classes. It barred the immigration of
polygamists, persons convicted of crimes
of moral turpitude, and those suffering

wthsome or contagious diseases. /

/On January 2, 1892, the Immigration Service opened the U.Ss best known\
immigration station on Ellis Island in New York Harbor. The enormous station
housed inspection facilities, hearing and detention rooms, hospitals,
cafeterias, administrative offices, railroad ticket offices, and representatives of
many immigrant aid societies. It was America’s largest and busiest port of
entry for decades. In 1893, the Ellis Island station employed 119 of the
Qmmigration Service's entire staff of 180.

_/




Welcome to Ellis Island!

From 1892 to 1924, Ellis Island
was America's largest and most
active immigration station,
where  over 12 million
immigrants were processed. On
average, the inspection process
took approximately 3-7 hours.
For the vast majority of
immigrants, Ellis Island truly
was an "Island of Hope" - the
first stop on their way to new
opportunities and experiences
in America. For the rest, it
became the "Island of Tears" - a
place where families were
separated and individuals were
denied entry into the United
States.
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Four immigrants and their belongings, on a dock,
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| The 1880s through 1920s was an era of
massive immigration, as people fled

looking out over the water; view from behind, 1912 economic depression.

Europeans including English, Irish, and
Germans came to the West Chicago area.
(Starting in the 1920s, Mexicans began
immigrating to this area in large numbers
as well.)

These immigrants were coming to
established towns, so they did not have to
bring as many supplies as the early
colonists.

They brought the clothes they wore,
essential cooking and craft tools, and
religious items.

Some immigrants between 1880 and 1920
came as families and some came
individually, following the path of family or
villagers. It was not uncommon for people
to return to their native land many times.



Implementing A National Immigration Policy

During its first decade, the Immigration Service
formalized basic immigration procedures. It also
made its first attempts to enforce a national
immigration policy. The Immigration Service began
collecting arrival manifests (also frequently called
passenger lists or immigration arrival records) from
each incoming ship. Inspectors then questioned
arrivals about their admissibility and noted their
admission or rejection on the manifest records.

Beginning in 1893, Inspectors also served on Boards
of Special Inquiry. These Boards closely reviewed
each exclusion case. Inspectors often excluded aliens
who were likely to become public charges because
they lacked funds or had no friends or relatives
nearby. In these cases, the Board of Special Inquiry
usually admitted the alien if someone could post
bond, or if one of the immigrant aid societies would
accept responsibility for the alien.

Detention guards and matrons cared for detained
persons who were waiting for decisions in their
cases. The also cared for people who were not
admitted and were awaiting deportation. The
transportation company that brought these
immigrants to port were responsible for the expense
of taking them back to where came from.

http://www.uscis.gov/history-and-genealogy/our-history/agency-history/early-american-immigration-policies

Detention pen--on roof of main building, Ellis Island, where emigrants
held for deportation may go in fine weather [1902] LC-USZ62-116222



Immigration officer ex
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steamship company that brought
them”, 1902 LC-USZ62-93250
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Julius Frey and his family were enumerated on the 1910 Census. Julius is the last line on the page preceding the

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND LABOR—BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

THIR:I;ElE_I\JTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED ST. 1910—-POPULA

%TES:
NAME OF INCORPORATED PLACE lA }',‘3.1{./ (;;, :

ENUMERATED BY ME ©

The U.S. Census for 1910 recorded information such as Location (address), Full Name, Relationships, Personal
Description, Nativity, Citizenship, Occupation, Education, and Ownership of Home. Additionally, they recorded
what language(s) the individuals spoke, whether they were “survivors” of the Union or Confederate Army or Navy,
whether they were blind, and whether they were “deaf and dumb.”

What might the government have used in this information for in 19107

How can we use this information now as a historical primary source? What might we learn about our community

from this document? (See activity for more)



WERE N ST Nwe st UL RADd .

The Frey family lived on W. North Street at the time
of the 1910 U.S. Census.

What has changed since 100 years ago?

What remains the same?

Left: A postcard scene of W. North Street looking West,
dated 1916

Above: Google Maps image of W. Washington Street
(as W. North Street is now known) looking West, circa
2015
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Right: W. Washington St looking
East, circa 2015/Google Maps
Street View

Left: Postcard of W. Washington
St looking East, circa 1910

What has changed since 100
years ago?

What remains the same?




Standards

Illinois Learning Standards

Social Science

16.A.3b Make inferences about historical events and eras using historical maps and other historical sources.
16.D.3b (US) Describe characteristics of different kinds of families in America during the colonial/frontier periods and the 19th
century.

C3 Framework

D2.Civ.3.6-8. Examine the origins, purposes, and impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, and international agreements.
D2.Civ.14.6-8. Compare historical and contemporary means of changing societies, and promoting the common good.

D2.Geo.7.6-8. Explain how changes in transportation and communication technology influence the spatial connections among
human settlements and affect the diffusion of ideas and cultural practices.

D2.His.2.6-8. Classify series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or continuity.

D2.His.3.6-8. Use questions generated about individuals and groups to analyze why they, and the developments they shaped, are
seen as historically significant.

D2.His.12.6-8. Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to identify further areas of inquiry and additional
sources.

D2.His.14.6-8. Explain multiple causes and effects of events and developments in the past.

Common Core State Standards

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct
from prior knowledge or opinions.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.7
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.



Resources for Teachers

Excellent online resource with story, images, audio, and video that takes students through a virtual exploration of Ellis Island as
though they were an immigrant.

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/stop1.htm

Castle Clinton National Monument (Castle Garden)

http://www.nps.gov/cacl/index.htm

Ellis Island, Part of the Statue of Liberty National Monument

http://www.nps.gov/elis/index.htm

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services History

https://www.uscis.gov/history-and-genealogy/our-history/our-history

Library of Congress—Immigration Resources

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/immigration/introduction.html




Name:

Exploring Primary Source Documents
Charles Schlupp and Family

Look at Doc. A. This is information from Castle Garden’s immigration records.

1. What information is given?

2. What information is missing or incomplete?

Look at Doc. B. This is the 1880 U.S. Census for Turner Junction (West Chicago), lllinois.

1. What information about Charles Schlupp (line 44) helps us to prove that the immigration
information above is HIS immigration information?

2. What else can we learn about the family from the census document?

3. What can you learn about other residents of Turner Junction at this time in history?



Name:

Look at Doc. C. This is the 1900 U.S. Census. Turner Junction is now named West Chicago. (The name
was changed in 1896.)

1. What has changed for the Schlupp family (line 37)? What remains the same?

2. What can you learn about other residents of West Chicago from this document?

3. Compare this census document information to the 1880 census document information. How has
the town changed over time, based on the evidence from these two documents?

4. s it possible that the conclusion you made in question 3 is not accurate? Explain why.
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Name:

Exploring Primary Source Documents
Julius Frey and Family

Look at Doc. 1. This is the manifest from the ship that Julius Frey took to Ellis Island.

1. What information is given?

2. What information is missing or incomplete?

Look at Docs. 2 and 3. This is the 1910 U.S. Census for West Chicago, Illinois. Julius Frey is listed in the
last line of Doc. 2. His family is listed at the top of Doc. 3.

1. What information about Julius Frey helps us to prove that the immigration information above is
HIS immigration information? Can we prove this conclusively, or might we be wrong?

2. What can we learn about the Frey family from the census document?

3. What can you learn about other residents of Turner Junction at this time in history?



Name:

Look at Doc. 4. This is a 1912 map of West Chicago.

1. Who prepared this map?

2. What can you learn from this map?

3. What political information is given on this map?

Look at Doc. 5. This is a 2016 Google Map of West Chicago.

1. What has changed in the last 100+ years?

2. What is the same?

3. Can we make any conclusions by comparing the 1912 map and the 2016 map?
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