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Lindsay Light & Chemical Company

Lindsay Light & Chemical Company started in Chicago in 1902, producing mantles for
gas lights used in homes, businesses and city streets before the use of electricity.

A gaslight mantle is a

smaifaoric vag 1 his Gas Mantle Brightens
infused with thorium a Million Homes

or other metal nitrate
i A million gas consumers know thatl the maximum of light, the maximum of
that ﬂts Over the gas wear and the idea(ioﬁght for the eyes are found logelher on]y in the marvelous

source. The heat from 3
the gas flame burns Lindsay Tungsten Gas Mantle

off the mantle fabric
leaving a fine metal
mesh that glows
brightly. The Lindsay
Light Co. used the
radioactive chemical
thorium nitrate to

It is made of a specially thick and strong
fibre, specially treated ; and because of this
fact it will outlast several ordinary mantles.

It will not shrink up with use—a common
mantle fault.

Its light is soft and pleasant — the most
sensitive eyes will not be affected by it—yet
the illumination is extraordinarily powerful.

You Get the Beautiful Free Light, Too

To introduce the Lindsay Tungsten Mantle as quickly as possible into
another million homes, we are offering a beautiful * Lindsay No. 5 light,
complete, with artistically etched globe and Lindsay Tungsten Mantle,
as a premium for the lids from twelve Lindsay Tungsten Mantle boxes
and ten cents to cover postage and packing. Many people are buying
the mantles in dozen lots so as to get their first light at once.

Although we make the best mantles possi-
ble for the price, to retail at fifteen, twenty
and twenty-five cents, we say frankly that
the Lindsay Tungsten at thirty cents repre-
sents real mantle economy.

Get just one mantle from your dealer and
prove it for yoursell.

i LERS — If not supplied with Lindsa . . : . i
manufactu re the”“ gﬁﬂ D ppli 1y Most good dealers can supply the Lindsay
_ snEncn e aoc e Lindsay Light Company i casiinie’ ool
gaslight mantles.

proper share of this enormous business, NEW YORK . CH}CAGO Lindsay Mantles fit all burners. {12)




In 1931, Lindsay Light relocated to West Chicago, taking over a site
that was used by Union Tool, a well-drilling equipment manufacturer.

In group pose are 39 members of the once well-known Phil Treudt, Ray Dif:ter, Jim Walker and Ray Miller. Band
Union Teoi Company Band. The company manufactured oil ~ leader was Pete Adrix. Trombonists are George Birsen, Fred
well drilling machines in the plant now occupied by Kerr-  Fletcher, Charles Sleep and Joe Murphy. In cornet section
McGee Chemical Corp. Those identified, top row, are: Edgar  are Frank Gloss, Mel Heyn and Mac Wescott. Drummers are
E. Belding, William Elsenius. Middle row: a Mr. Smith, Al Finnell, Allison Bradley and Bill Morrison.

Harlow H. Belding, John Kline, Ray Jorgens. Bottom row:

-61-

e e e — e



This gas mantle light was R ity
manufactured by the i
Lindsay Light & Chemical 5
company in West
Chicago.
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FOR NATURAL GAS

Complete with

No. 6 “Reflex” Burner, “Reflex" h

It is now an archived iprct M 3 320
object in the collection
at West Chicago City
Museum.

1 R e e A R

All of the lights in the
Museum'’s collection
have been tested and are
determined to be safe.

y ;J WELS‘I‘BIA“'.;:.IH.“].::\;I;SIDN @

This light is packed inthe | | s ien e
box with newspaper -
dating from 1949, used as j

cushioning for the lamp.

OTHER PATENTS PENDING
Factories:

Weost Chicage. Illinols




LINDSAY GAS LIGHTS & MANTLES

Around 1932, Lindsay Light Company began
working with rare earth chemicals, such as
thorium nitrate, which was used in the
production of the atomic bomb.

During the production of the mantles,
waste materials, including thorium ore
residues, were disposed of on-site and in
other locations throughout West Chicago.

Facility employees and residents were
allowed to take contaminated “filler dirt"
from the factory to use in landscaping and
other projects.

The company also disposed of the
contaminated dirt at City Park, now known
as Reed-Kepler Park.

L J"'l,"p
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A Lawsuit —and— Kerr-McGee Buys Lindsay Light

In 1943, a West Chicago alderman brought a lawsuit against Lindsay Light to force the
company to disclose its use of certain chemicals it was producing. However, the Court
ruled in favor of the company. Lindsay Light did not have to disclose this information.

Lindsay merged with American Potash in 1958, and was bought by Kerr-McGee in 1967.
The last thorium contract Kerr-McGee had with the government ended in 1963.
However, thorium and rare earth products were produced until 1973 when the facility
was closed.

! B el US. help to clean up West Chicago site”, Daily Herald
X s

1 ‘.ﬁ‘., (online) 10/22/2014

gt

=, Caption: As long ago as World War ll, the site
%32 was used to produce the radioactive rare-earth
i

B clement thorium for federal atomic energy and
it e defense programs. File Photo



Another Lawsuit

In 1976, a lawsuit was filed against
Kerr-McGee for the off-site dumping
in different areas of town. This
launched an investigation by both
state and federal agencies.

In 1977, Kerr-McGee agreed to fund
clean-up at the factory site for an
estimated cost of $2 million.
Between 1979 and 1989, Kerr-McGee
dismantled facilities in West Chicago.
This was done with the approval of
the United States Nuclear Regulatory
commission after a lawsuit was filed
by the lllinois Attorney General and
the West Chicago City Council.

Starting in 1984, off-site cleanup began in areas of town that had been contaminated;
over 100 properties were cleaned. In 1989, City Council passed an ordinance to prohibit

Map of Kerr-McGee Superfund Sites in West Chicage
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the movement of radioactive materials in town, to prevent further contamination.




Community Activism—Citizens Making a Difference

The Thorium Action Group (TAG), a community activist
organization, was founded in 1990 to raise awareness and ensure
that all radioactive waste was removed from West Chicago. After
numerous lawsuits were filed, starting in 1994, decommission
activities began to further clean up the sites and haul away
waste materials. In 1997, a class-action lawsuit was filed by
residents against Kerr-McGee in which settlement was reached.

Members of the Thorium

Action Group protested on
March 6, 1990, at the
S0 ". former Kerr-McGee factory

site in West Chicago,
SSSe Lo et R _ / . __:Iwhere radioactive thorium
DB 07 8T et S e\ N Pl e e e G $ 1 was produced. Prior to this
: ) — ' R " week's five billion dollar

& settlement, the city forged

lits own agreement with

, the federal government to
L ensure cleanup of the
former factory site and
other contaminated areas.
U Daily Herald file photo




Clean-Up and Community Support

Substantial clean-up was completed in the 1990s, meeting
governmental approval. The City and the Environmental
Protection Agency continue to work together to monitor and
ensure that all sites are deemed safe. In 2007, Mayor Kwasman
established a joint team with the EPA and the State of lllinois to
ensure all local concerns were being heard. As recent as 2012,
cleanup was performed in areas along the DuPage River.

Mike Kwasman served as West Chicago’s
mayor from 2006 until his death in 2012.

Mayor Ruben Pineda has continued the fight to get West Chicago
cleaned up. And on November 10, 2015, the last rail car filled with
contaminated soil left town. The Mayor was quoted in Daily Herald
article, "It was a long fight for our community," Pineda said. "Thank
God for all the entities that backed us up, that made sure they didn't
wrLCOME O turn West Chicago into a ghost town."

WEST CHICAGO

MAYOR R”EE PINEDA West Chicago has received support from other lawmakers,
community leaders, organizations, and citizens as well
throughout this fight.

ABC 7 News Item on Congressman Peter Roskam touring Kerr-McGee Clean-Up Site in 2014
https://roskam.house.gov/media-center/article/icymi-cleaning-up-contaminated-soil-in-west-chicago



WEST CHICAGO, IL.: Over 675 residential properties needed to be cleaned,
according to the EPA. Some, such as this house, had to be temporarily lifted to
remove contaminated soil. The residential clean-up is essentially all done.

lllinois Emergency Management Agency

Source: http://projects.wsj.com/waste-lands/site/247-lindsay-light-and-chemical-co/



Environmental Protection Agency’s Overview of West Chicago Superfund Sites
(Taken from http://www3.epa.gov/region5/cleanup/kerrmcgee/background.htm, Last updated on 8/3/2011)

There are four Kerr-McGee Superfund sites in the West Chicago, IL, area that were contaminated
by radioactive thorium waste material. The waste was generated by a processing facility (now
closed and owned by the Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation) that operated in West Chicago
between 1932 and 1973.

«Kerr-McGee Kress Creek/West Branch DuPage River Site
-Kerr-McGee Sewage Treatment Plant Site

«Kerr-McGee Residential Areas Superfund Site
-Kerr-McGee Reed-Keppler Park Superfund Site

Sand-like waste materials known as mill tailings were stored at the facility. The mill tailings were
available as free fill material from the 1930s through the 1950s and were used throughout the
West Chicago area for landscaping projects and to fill low-lying areas. It was later determined that
the radioactive material was potentially hazardous.

Wastes from the Kerr-McGee facility also entered Kress Creek through a storm sewer,
contaminating sediments (river mud) in the creek and the West Branch DuPage River.



Over many years, thorium-contaminated soil particles from the Kerr-McGee facility entered a
nearby storm sewer during rainstorms and traveled to Kress Creek. From there the pollution
moved downstream in the creek and into the West Branch DuPage River, settling into the creek
and river sediment along the way. The thorium was also deposited onto floodplains during high
water periods. The source of the pollution has been controlled so no more thorium is entering
the creek.

The sewage treatment plant became contaminated when radioactive thorium residuals from the
Kerr-McGee facility were hauled to the treatment facility and used as fill material. Some of the
contamination then entered the West Branch DuPage River adjacent to the sewage treatment
plant property due to erosion and surface water runoff during rainstorms.

Radioactivity surveys performed in the West Chicago area by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
and EPA resulted in EPA placing the sewage treatment plant and Kress Creek sites on the
Agency’s National Priorities List in 1990 and 1991. The National Priorities List is a roster of
Superfund sites nationwide. In 1993 EPA began looking at the Kress Creek and sewage treatment
plant sites, a process known as a remedial investigation. In 1997, as a result of negotiations
between Kerr-McGee and the city of West Chicago, Kerr-McGee began more extensive
investigations at the sites. EPA suspended its work at the sites in 1998 at the request of Kerr-
McGee and the city. Kerr-McGee continued its extensive site investigation work for several years
while continuing to negotiate with the city and other local entities over the cleanups. As a result
of the extensive studies and negotiations, Kerr-McGee and the local communities agreed on a
cleanup proposal and presented it to EPA. Kerr-McGee then officially took over the remedial
investigation and feasibility study from EPA in a written agreement reached in late 2003. The
remedial investigation and feasibility study reports prepared by Kerr-McGee include data
collected by both EPA and Kerr-McGee.



No cleanup actions have occurred at the Kress Creek site, but some residential properties along
the creek were cleaned up in the mid-1990s as part of a separate residential cleanup program.
Cleanup actions have also occurred at the upland portion of the sewage treatment plant site.
During 1986 and 1987, Kerr-McGee removed about 57,000 cubic yards of contaminated material
from the sewage treatment plant as part of a voluntary cleanup action. No cleanup was done
along the river banks or in the river, however. In late 2003, Kerr-McGee reached a written
agreement with EPA to remove another 4,000 cubic yards of contamination from the sewage
treatment plant that was not addressed during the earlier cleanup. This cleanup started in
October 2003 and is expected to be completed this spring. When the removal is completed,
radiation levels at the upland portion of the sewage treatment plant site will be well within safe
levels. Contamination still remains, however, at the river portion of the site.

(End of EPA Background Information)



Daily Herald

News updated: 11/11/2015 5:05 PM

Last shipment of contaminated soil leaves West
Chicago




The final rail cars filled with contaminated materials from the former KerrMcGee factory site in West Chicagp have been shipped out of town.
Dariel White | Staff Photographer

Jessica Cilella

After more than 30 years and $1.2 billion worth of cleanup work, the final rail cars filled with contaminated materials from the former Kerr-ticGes factory site in
Wyest Chicage have been shipped out of town.

hiayor Ruben Pineda said the occasion is causs for celebration. On Tuesday, he gathered with officials from the Environmental Protection Agency, the Department
of Energy, Weston Solutions, DuPage County and other organizations that have helped with removing thousands of pounds of thorium waste produced by the
factory. They watched the rail cars head to Utah, where the materials will be buried in the dessrt.

"t was a leng fight for our community," Fineda said, "Thank Godfor all the entities that backed us up, that
mace sure they didn'tturn West Chicago inte a ghost town.”

Thoriom was produced on the site for decades, long before it was determinedto causs an increass in cancer. It was ussd in the gaslight mantle production process
by Lindsay Light and Chemical Co., which opened on the site in 1931, and in the early development of the atomic bomb.

kKerrMcGee took cver the factory in 1967 and eperated in West Chicage until 1973, The factory made a sandlike material containing therium that was spread
throughout the city when it was used for landscaping and building projects on hundreds of residential properties, Reed-Keppler Park and a wastewater treatment
plant. Thorium waste also ended up in nearby Kress Creek and the West Branch of the DuPags River through a storm sswer,

KerrticGee and its spinoff, Tronox Inc., paid for most of the cleanup until Tronex filed for bankruptey protection in 2009, The Department of Energy earmarked
federal funding to the cleanup efforts through the Title X program, which reimburses communities that participated in the atomic energy program. But an
environmental response trustthat has besn oversseing the work to get Title X money hasn't recsived any funding sincs 2008.

Although the soil is gone, city officials said they are waiting for the federal gowvernment to provide about $32 million to resolve issues with the contamin ated
groundwater at the site.

"We still have alot of work to do cutthere," Pineda said. "If we were to get (the $32 million), we could finish the project relatively guickly and (the factory site)
wolld turn into a beautiful park."




Pineda said the government has plans to provide a portion of the $32 million this year, but he isn't sure if the money will come through.

DuPage County Board Chairman Dan Cronin said he also hopes the cleanup stays on course.

"While we still have a long way to go to finish the river restoration and implement a final groundwater remedy, this is the end of a very long chapter in the cleanup

work at West Chicago," he said during a board meeting Tuesday.

¢ Daily Herald staff writer Robert Sanchez contributed to this report.

Article Comments (17)




A Legacy of Affected Health

In a Facebook group called We-Go People, there is often mention of Kerr-McGee. Current and former West Chicago citizens
of many ages recall their memories of this factory, as well as the poor health conditions that they attribute to their

exposure to radiation. Their voices are shared here anonymously. Many hundreds of personal accounts are shared; these

are just a sampling of the stories.

My family lived in Wheaton/Winfield area and
my grandparents lived in WC. My father worked
for American Potash in the 1950's and as | recall
he was part of the Argonne study. My
grandmother told me about the free "amazing
dirt" how everyone was going there to get some
for their gardens. Supposedly it made the
tomatoes huge, so a lot of people helped
themselves. Both my parents died from cancer.
Those whom ignore history are doomed to
repeat it.

Everybody has cancel cells in their body some are just active and
others aren't. Kerr McGee was not secretive with us, my parents

When | was in grade school my brother worked at Lindsey Lights during
the summer. We lived two blocks away, 1 house away from the high
school. We ran all over that part of town in the summer bare foot. My
mother had a garden, | don't remember her bringing soil from
somewhere else. But my brother would come home with his clothes
filthy and walk around our house and, | am sure, get whatever was on
his clothes on our floors and furniture. | have had chronic health
problems my whole life, including a primary immune deficiency. My
body quit making immuno-globulins. | wonder if there is a connection to
the pollution near where we lived.

| lived on George street & one summer we woke up
to seeing all the tops of our trees burned-some
chemical had been emitted during the night & killed
the trees it landed on!

yard was removed 4 times and the house put on stilts and the
foundation was removed 2 times, they did everything they could do
for them. | know because | was there the whole time overseeing

what they were doing, because of my parents age they wanted me
there. There are many people that live in that area that are as

healthy as ever.

| can name about 25 people | knew that had weird
cancers and died within a 10 mile radius.



One of my Mom ' friends told me she remembered
working downtown, maybe at the grocery store, and
seeing the trucks drive thru town with open backs
and dust flying everywhere. This could have been late
40's early 50's. In the 70's, my dad, ..., put a list
together of people who lived around the factory who
died from cancer. Supposedly he turned this into the
EPA or some other official. Many of those listed did
not have life style choices, like smoking, to explain
their lung cancers or other supposedly lifestyle
induced cancers/illnesses. | read in one of the reports
that lifestyle choices, blue collar town (indicating
uneducated, poor, bad habits) had more to do with
the cancers. | found that to be offensive and
dismissive on the part of the report writers and a way
for them to absolve Kerr-McGee from any
responsibility for illnesses. Good luck with your story!
| posted how even in the 60's they still giving away
dirt to be used as topsoil. Made the grass grow green
and thick but all had to be dug up later. | believe your
writing about this is important as pressure is put on
our regulatory agencies to let companies pollute
without recourse. Gutting funding for the EPA and
putting industry insiders in leading positions will have
long term consequences for our country and our
children's children. We seem to have short term
memory loss when it comes to these issues. We are
met with a constant barrage of how these regulations
are choking business and all | can say is look at Beijing
and how polluted they have become.

| remember waking up as a child with all our windows open and all
our fruit trees and gardens were burnt. The civil defense went to all
the surrounding neighborhoods and told us not to walk on the grass
or eat anything out of our garden.So many cancers with-in a 2 mile
radius of Linsdsey Light (Kerr McGee)

| know for a fact that that the people on the south east side of
Factory was given fresh water for many years.Because the water
was not safe. | know of lots of birth defects. Many years ago the
factory gave away back-fill for many homes and they dumped a
huge amound of it at Reed Park.So Many people on Ann st. suffered
with all types of cancer, | have skin cancer.The scarry part is how
close the factory was so close to the High school.

My Mom -- who was born in the house, ... just east of the high
school on Joliet -- talked of having a job in her teens or 20s (I'm
figuring that was the late 30' or perhaps early 40's) at Linsey Lights.
She painted letters on labels and small signs that were designed to
reflect light ("glow in the dark"). She said that she and others
frequently licked their delicate paint brushes to get a point on
them. We all shuddered at the thought by the 60s. My sisters, ...
Amy ...'s mother, and brothers an | all grew up in that house. So far
only my father, who died at 61 or 62, has had cancer -- but he also
smoked. My mother died in her mid-sixties of heart disease.




| used to walk thru it every day as my job as a watch
man the night the roof fell | had just made my rounds | lived on the corner of Brown & Factory st both my parents
it scared the hell out of me and all that dust | was died of cancer but you have to prove it was caused from Kerr

breathing was not good we had to wear radioactive McGee, that is tough to do. My Grandmother lived on Pomeroy
badges every day when | found out how bad it was | & Factory and lived to be 100 years old, you can't blame
quit my job I'm 54 and still kicking | guess I'm just lucky | everything on Kerr McGee!

to be alive

My Mother was born and raised In West Chicago. She too
remembered as a young adult when home owners were taking the
as harmful as some of these comments seem to top soil for their gardens because ANYTHING grew so much better.
imply. This is not Silkwood. On the other hand, She later met my father who did some of the hauling of soil to Reed-
something caused those higher rates of cancer in Kepler Park. During her career with the City Of West Chicago she
WC. They did not, and still do not, affect my family or said she saw the over view maps of the city that were taken to see

Mt. Thorium is not harmless, but it is nowhere near

Ay @ ) ReEs; nephe‘ws, my da?ughter, ch. s how bad the thorium was. She described it as the city "lit up like a
used to play on that stupid mountain. It was just an Christmas tree." As a side note, both my patents passed from

unusual and cool place to explore. My brother Doug
even fell into the acid pit one time. He just went
home, changed his clothes, and is now 66 going on
67 and is fine, more or less. Kerr-McGee is not the

bad guy here. It was old man Lindsey. But of course
he's long gone. | wonder what he died of? Hmmm.... As kids we used to play on the giant hill in the back of the
plant we used to call it radiation Hill it was a pile of rocks

below it was a Pond and when you threw rocks into it it
would bubble up big old green bubbles and they stored them
yellow barrels in the back there where they were marked
with the red radiation signs a lot of Best friends are now dead
from cancers

cancer.

We lived in the high lake area, unincorporated WC. My
father suspected the land fill used in our new construction
street was from Kerr McKee and thorium may have
contaminated our well water. We lost several people to
cancer on our street in the 1970s. Both of my parents died
from cancer to




http://www.justice.gov/iso/opa/resources/616201443135943905513.pdf

Kerr-McGee Environmental Sites
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Source: Plaintiff's Rule 1006 Summary; GPX0001 at 1 9



Teacher Resources

EPA Web Site—West Chicago Superfund Site Information
http://www3.epa.gov/region5/cleanup/kerrmcgee/index.htm

Includes site updates, fact sheets, technical documents, and more. Seems to be out of date, as there is nothing about the last rail car being taken
out of town in 2015.

Superfund Site Info—Reed-Kepler Park
http://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/dsp_ssppSiteDatal.cfm?id=0500761#Status

Superfund Site Info— Sew age Treatment Plant
http://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/csitinfo.cfm?id=0500763

Superfund Site Info— Residential Areas
http://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/csitinfo.cfm?id=0500762

Superfund Site Info— Kress Creek/West Branch DuPage River
http://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/csitinfo.cfm?id=0500760

Chicago Reader Article
http://www.chicagoreader.com/chicago/assault-on-mount-thorium/Content?0id=877745

LA Times Article—good example of loaded language
http://articles.latimes.com/1993-03-21/news/mn-13479_1 west-chicago



Standards

NextGen Science Standards

Influence of Science, Engineering, and Technology on Society
and the Natural World

All human activity draws on natural resources and has both
short and long-term consequences, positive as well as
negative, for the health of people and the natural
environment. (MS-ETS1-1)

The uses of technologies and limitations on their use are
driven by individual or societal needs, desires, and values; by
the findings of scientific research; and by differences in such
factors as climate, natural and economic

conditions. (MS-ETS1-1)

resources,

lllinois Learning Standards—Social Science

16.A.3b Make inferences about historical events and eras
using historical maps and other historical sources.

16.A.3c ldentify the differences between historical fact and
interpretation.

D. Understand the roles and influences of individuals and
interest groups in the political systems of lllinois, the United
States and other nations.

Common Core State Standards

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2

Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or
secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the
source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.6
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of

view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or
avoidance of particular facts).

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.7

Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs,

photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in
print and digital texts.
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Kerr-McGee
loses one 1o
W. Chicago

' By. Alyce Bartlett

for The Beacon-News

WEST CHICAGO — The city has won the first
battle in its war to stop Kerr-McGee Corp. from
permanently storing low-level radioactive thori-
um waste at the company’s closed West Chicago

_plant T s e '

5U.S. District Judge James Hoiderman on Friday |
denied Keérr-McGee's tequest for a temporary re-
_ straining order that would keep West Chicago offi-
" cials from further delaying the storage plans.
_ The, ruling is expected to prevent Kerr-McGee
trom beginning digging here until at least March
" “The city on Tuesday issued a stop-work order
that requires Kerr-McGee to obtain a work permit
before burying the waste in a 40-foot mound on '’
the 27-acre site in the middle. of a residential
neighborhood. o
_ Mayor Paul == -
‘Netzel said it M S y
NelE e teet. GEWe won this
ing ,tip.gr:ﬂ.g{e . .skirmish, but we
P The judge s still have-a'long -
~ éxpecting us to ﬁghfﬁahe‘ad.”ﬁ o
“follow the line e e ot 9 i
“of the law,” he py D l’W s'.-c—;Poul Netzel
‘said. “We will, ' ést Chicago mayor
_and hope Others .. .. . = .~ W B 3
 will follow. We won this skirmish, but we still have
a long fight ahead.” ) s '

~ Holderman, however, did not rule on whether
Kerr-McGee needed the permit from the city.
" Instead he set another hearing for March 15 at
10:30 a.m. in his courtroom. Holderman ruled
since there was no deadline for Kerr-McGee to
' Begin burying the waste, both parties should wait
until the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
decides whether the state can assume jurisdiction
* of the site. - L o .
.U If the state gets control, Steps may be taken to
" move the waste to avless-populated'area. o
. The NRC decision is expected within 10 days.
| Assistant Illinois Attorney ‘Gerteral Douglas’
' Ratheé said if the state loses its appeal to the NRC,
" it will appeal to the fedetal district court in Wash-'
ington, D.C.
- Kerr-McGee attorney Peter Nickles complained
\' the compary’s regular crew currently’ cannot'go
to the site to work for feat they will be-arrested by
West Chicago police. West Chicago special attor-
-ney:Jo& Karaganis agreed employees who normal-
.. 1y work at the site should be allowed to continue
their normal jobs. Kerr-McGee will submit a letter
detalling the normal work hours at the plant.
: .y Nickles: accused the city and state of using stall-
~ing tactics and subverting the -NRC’s authority.
. The NRC issued a license- Feb. 23 allowing Kerr-.
McGee to store more than 500,000 cubic yards of
low-level waste in the city.. =7 o T
.-+ “Karaganis.said Kerr-McGee has dramatically

R Kerr-MCGee | A5
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Judge

stalls

movement
of thorium

Mayor Netzel

'says city set

for long fight
JBy 'Alyrce sanlen

" 'WEST CHICAGO — The city

has won the first skirmish in its
battle to stop Kerr-McGee Corp.
from permanently storing low-
level radioactive thorium waste at
the company’s shuttered West Chi-
cago plant.

U.S. District Judge James Hold-
erman yesterday denied Kerr-
McGee’s request for a temporary
restraining order that would have
West Chicago officials from fur-
ther delaying the storage plans.

The ruling is expected to pre-
vent Kerr-McGee from beginning
digging here until at least March
15

The city on Tuesday issued a
stop-work order that requires
Kerr-McGee to obtain a work per-
mit before burying the waste in a
40-foot mound on the 27-acre site
in the middle of a resxdentlal
neighborhood.

Mayor Paul Netzel said it was a
nice feeling to win the opening
battle.

“The judge is expecting us to fol-
low the line of the law,” he said.
“We will and hope others will fol-
low. We won this skirmish, but we
still have a long fight ahead.”

Holderman, however, did not
rule on- whether Kerr-McGee
needed the permit from the city.

Instead, he set another hearing
for 10:30 a.m. March 15 in his
courtroom. Holderman ruled since
there was no deadline for Kerr-
McGee to begin burying the waste,
both parties should wait until the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) decides whether the state
can assume jurisdiction of the site.

If the state gets control, steps may
be taken to move the waste to a
less-populated area.

The NRC decision is expected
within 10 days.

Assistant Illinois Attorney Gen-
eral Douglas Rathe said if the
state loses its appeal to the NRC,
it will appeal to the federal dis-
trict court in Washington, D.C.

Kerr-McGee attorney Peter
Nickles complained the company’s
regular crew currently cannot go
to the site to work for fear they
will be arrested by West Chicago
police. West Chicago special attor-
ney Joe Karaganis agreed employ-

- ees who normally work at the site

should be allowed to continue their
normal jobs. Kerr-McGee will sub-
mit a letter detailing the normal
work hours at the plant. :
Nickles accused the city and
state of using stalling tactics and
subverting the NRC’s authority.
The NRC issued a license Feb. 23
allowing Kerr-McGee to store
more than 500,000 cubic yards of
low-level waste in the city.

Karaganis said Kerr-McGee has
dramatically understated the risks
of radiation when dust is stxrred
up during excavation.

In other action, members of the
Thorium Action Group (TAG), a
citizens group opposing storage of

" the waste in the city, conducted a

phone picket yesterday to stop in-
coming and outgoing phone calls
at the NRC.

TAG members called Kenneth
Carr, head of the NRC, between 8
and 9 a.m. and noon and 1 p.m.

They asked for Carr and when
told he was unavailable asked to
speak to his secretary. They left a
brief message that stated they
would like a call back, gave a
brief explanation for the call and
asked the NRC to overturn the
decision to allow Kerr-McGee to
bury low-level radioactive waste
in the middle of West Chicago.
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Gov. James Thompson Stops outside the West
Chicago City Hall Wednesday to talk with op-

to bury radioacti

State, county sue Kerr-McGee

By Nancy Ryan
and Patricia M. Szymczak

A Du Page County judge on
Wednesday told Kerr-McGee
Chemical Corp. not to begin
construction of its radioactive
.waste dump in West Chicago
until hearings are held in a
lawsuit seeking to force the com-
pany to apply for permits from
the Illinois Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

Judge John Darrah issued the
temporary restraining order two
hours after Gov. James Thomp-
son held a boisterous news con-
ference at the West Chicago City
Hall to discuss the lawsuit that
Atty. Gen. Neil Hartigan and
Du Page County State’s Atty.
James Ryan filed Wednesday in
Du Page County Circuit Court.

“Our view is that the attempt-
ed action of Kerr-McGee . ..
A—Iis wrong; B—is illegal; anc

C—is certainly in violation of
the environmental laws of this
state,” Thompson said at the
news conference as some 20 op-
ponents to the burial of the ra-
dioactive waste in West Chicago
cheered the legal action.

Ryan, who is running in the
GOP primary for Hartigan’s job,
was at the news conference.
Representing Hartigan, a Demo-
crat running in the gubernatorial
contest, was Assistant Atty. Gen.
Joseph Claps.

Also attending were state Sen.
Doris Karpiel (R-Roselle) and
state Rep. Donald Hensel (R-
West Chicago), who for vears
have worked in the General As-
sembly to oppose Kerr-McGee’s
plan to bury the waste.

West Chicago Mavyor Paul
Netzel and several aldermen rep-
resented the city as did citizens
involved in TAG, a grass-roots

organization whose acronym
stands for Thorium Action
Group. Before Thompson’s
speech, TAG members demon-
strated outside City Hall, car-
rying signs and chanting, “Keep
our air and water clean.”

TAG is planning to demon-
strate Thursday at the Dirksen
Federal Building where, at 10:30
a.m., Kerr-McGee will be facing
a similar permit battle with West
Chicago in U.S. District Court.

The city is arguing that the
company needs a building per-
mit before it begins work. Jo-
seph Karaganis, West Chicago’s
attorney, filed affidavits on
Wednesday that cited other nu-
clear facilities that have applied
for such permits from local gov-
ernments.

Kerr-McGee has argued that
because it is regulated by the

See Waste, pg. 16
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Tribune photo by Michael Fryer
ponents of Kerr-McGee Chemical Corp.’s plan
ve waste in the city.
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Continued from page 1

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion, federal law preempts local

ordinances.

.But what the state and West
Chicago want most right now is
time. Their legal strategy is de-
signed to keep Kerr-McGee from

breaking ground until the NRC -

hands regulatory control of the
site to_the state, a move likely. to
: occur in May.

- If Illinois gets control, it intends

to force Kerr-McGee to ship the
waste to Utah at a considerably
greater cost.

The lawsuit filed Wednesday by

the state and Du Page County ar-
gues that because Illinois has the
right to enforce the federal Clean

Air and Water Acts, construction

permits must- be obtained. That’s
because drinking water and the air
may become chemically polluted
during the construction process,
according to the state.

"~ “We have not seen what allega-
tions have been asserted and cer-
tainly we would not comment
- until we’ve had an opportunity to
review the papers,” Kerr-McGee
spokesman Myron Cunningham
said. .
Karaganis, speaking at the news
conference, said, “The state’s ac-

tion was clearly warranted becaus_e
without question Kerr-McGee is
clearly in violation of state law.”.

The state EPA and Hartigan’s
office conducted a poll of nuclear
facilities throughout the state o
procedures they followed for simi-
lar disposals, according to
Karaganis. “We find time and

time again ... every one of those
* facilities have applied for construc-

tion permits,” he said. o

~The state and county lawsuit ad-
dresses contaminants that are not
radioactive because the waste at
West Chicago also contains,
among other chemicals, arsenic,
lead, mercury, cadmium and
cyanide, according to Karaganis..
The NRC regulates the radioactive
material, largely thorium.

The dump is a “new emission

-source” for those contaminants

and could allow them to be re-
leased into the air, particularly
during the construction phase,
and, consequently, the Illinois Pol-
lution Control Board requires a
state. environmental permit before
construction, the lawsuit charges.

Kerr-McGee’s disposal plan ad-

mits that waste water from the site
will seep into underground
aquifers and from there into near-

'by Kress Creek and the West

Branch of the Du Page River, ac-
cording to Thompson. As a result,
Kerr-McGee needs an additional
construction permit from the

\N'EE;Y € 13

state, the lawsuit states.
Attorneys for Kerr-McGee were
notified of the hearing on the tem-

' porary restraining order Wednes-

day afternoon and were not able
to appear in court by the time
Judge Darrah issued the order. -

Darrah said, “The plaintiffs will.
suffer irreparable injury or there is
the potential” of such harm with--
out the order, which stays in effect’
until a March 23 hearing on a pre--

iminary or permanent injunction.

Darrah also ordered Kerr-
McGee to allow the state and Du
Page County to inspect the site to
make sure the company is in com-
pliance with his order. :

“It’s not a question of if it will
be contaminated but when it will

be contaminated,” Karaganis said .

of Du Page County’s drinking
water.

For. 10 years, the federal EPA

and the NRC have argued over
whether Kerr-McGee should be al-
lowed to build a radioactive dump
within a few hundred feet of

single-family homes above an un- |

derground aquifer. Nowhere else
in the nation has the federal gov-

ernment allowed the deliberate:

burial of such types of wastes near
so populous an area.

The material is the result of 40
years of production at the West
Chicago site of thorium for the

lighting element of gaslights and-

materials used in early research on
the atomic bomb.

Care Trib | 3//5—/4?.

ct
STREET
i

AGO
Hi‘cz MA\N

0183

wesT ©

Ty MUSZ



“court battles, “Golial

" Nuclear Safety

. Karpiel and-Hensel;that would’ et
. Kerr-McGe# to pay $10 per cubic foot of i

 tadicactive material stored at its Factory -

Company will

remove thorium

o ST

After 16 years and seemingly countless ,,

Tuesday:

“looking*to" the days ‘when thorium and
 Kerr-McGee will be a faint memory. . -
incredibly fur

" “We came an

2 s

further dis-

its half-miltion tons of thorfurn mill tail-

ings out of the city. - i

Negotiations between. the Okiahoma-
based company and a group of politicians, -«
including ‘State. Sen. Doris: Karpiel: (R-
Roselle), State Repi Donald Hensel' (R-" ¢
WestChicago),theIlli_nois.Depamnentof |
and Mayor Paul Netzel
came to a dramatic head at a day-long
meeting Tuesday in- Springfield:Faced
with the threat of legislation, proposed by

et o
P v s Sk

Street plant, or up to $130 million 4 year,
the company decided to cut its losses and
acquiesce toa five-point plan forremoval.

I think when Mr. (Tom) McDaniel
(Kerr-McGee's senior vice president)
thought what would be best for the stock-
holders, he concluded this is it,” said Sec-
ond Ward Alderman Colin Perry.

"I don't like Kerr-McGee," TAG co-
founder Rich Kassanits said. "It was justa
matter of bookkeeping for Kerr-McGee—
the bottom line. It's cheaper to get itoutof
town than to keep it in town, which is all
right, as long at it's out of here."

Kerr-McGee officials could not be
reached for comment.

In the five-point agreement, Kerr-McGee
acknowledges thecity is no longer consid-
ered apermanent disposal site, promises to
begin collecting funds and searching for
an alternative site and jointly consents to
end all pending federal and state litigation
ina court order. That decree also addresses
off-site conditions as well.

Atthenews conference, Netzel thanked
the many players who joined the arduous
fight against the company: among them
Karpiel, Hensel, U.S. Rep. Dennis Hastert
(R-Aurora) and congressional aide Scott
Palmer, TAG, the legal counsel, the City
Council, former Gov. Jim Thompson and
first-year elect Jim Edgar.

And whether “lucky,” as Karaganis
described the city’s break in negotiations,

* UJ_LQI P’PQS
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And West Chicago is already .
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_expect. “When Tom puts that

by thecity, siate and national officials who
attended Tuesday’s meeting made a sig-
nificant impression on McDaniel. “Weall
got together and agreed our impetus was to
take a unified stance—get the thorium out
of West Chicago,” Netzel said.

The newsand long-awaited celebration
at City Hall was slightly tempered by the
realization that the actual removal may
take up to four to five years to materialize,
if the company drags its feet as opponents
first shov-
elful of dirt on.that train car, that's whenI
click my heels,” Netzel said.

The city will keep legal heat on Kerr-
McGee throughout the last hurdles leading
to removal, and TAG vows to remain on
the offensive until the thorium leaves city
limits. “We've just cut off three to four
years off what we were 1looking at (in court
battles),” Kassanits said.

And without the stigma of thorium,
«West Chicago has a chance now at a
bright future,” he said.

Prior to Karpiel’s and Hensel’s pro-
posed legislation, Kerr-McGee foes were
expecting along legal battle. Although the
federal Nuclear Regulatory Commission
last October awarded regulatory control of
the closed thorium processing facility to
the state, Kerr-McGee had appealed that
decision. .

P/

|

or not, Netzel said ttie united front formed }



WeGo set
to rebuild
1its 1mage

‘Residents welcome news
of thorium removal

By Dan McCullough
STAFF WRITER

West Chicago

The city will have to pay about $250,000 in clean-
up costs when removal of radioactive materials from
an abandoned factory site here begins.

The city, which already has spent more than $1
million on legal fees and cleanup costs, must pay the
additional money as part of an agreement reached
Tuesday with officials from Kerr-McGee Chemical
Corp.

But many residents and city officials say it will be
worth it.

After more than 11 years of legal wrangling be-

tween government and’ company -officials; Kerr- - -

McGee’s decision to remove nearly 13 million cubic
feet of radioactive mill tailings and contaminated soil
came as a surprise to many here.

“We're trying to make progress and all of a sud-
den in one day we made that progress,” said Tom
Merrion, a city council member since 1987.

Mayor Paul Netzel said Kerr-McGee had been
winning the legal battle for 10 of the past 11 years.
But when bulldozers started building a permanent
storage facility for the radioactive materials last
year, people became aroused and the tide was
turned.

“We got to the eleventh hour and the twelfth hour
and we put our foot down and things began to
change,” he said.

The material will be taken from Kerr-McGee's
shuttered facility at Factory and Ann streets to an-
other site still to be determined. Within the next 12
months, the company will provide the state with fi-
nancial assurances “‘to demonstrate good faith in the
search for a disposal site other than West Chicago,”
according to the agreement.

City administrator Don Foster said the- cleanup;
which should begin within 18 months to three years,

will cost more than $110 million: Kerr-McGee will

. pick up the lion’s share of the tab with assistance
from the federal government.. . ... ci ...

Ron Adams, an employee of the George J. Bell
Seed Co. in West Chicago and former president of -

s

oLy, “Souk Hle
Thursday, May 16, 1991

Officials

© From page 1

the city’s chamber of commerce,
said the controversy has cost
West Chicago even more money
in lost business.

“There are a lot of companies
that have looked at alternate
sites,” he said.

Paul Tague, West Chicago’s di-
rector of economic development,
agreed.

“It has had an impact,” he said.
““There are a number of industrial
parks that have had deals going
on, The issue would flare up in
the paper, and those prospective
tenants would reconsider.”

Tague said he has estimated
the city’s monetary loss has been
““in the millions.”

. Corporate and government at-
torneys will meet Monday to
begin drafting a court decree to
make the agreement legally bind-
ing.

Kerr-McGee officials met at the
company’s Oklahoma City head-
quarters Wednesday to begin
searching for a permanent dump
site for the materials, Netzel said.

Dan Balocca, of the Thorium
Action Group (TAG), said the
company'’s decision may help peo-
ple feel better about living and
working in West Chicago.

“We have always suffered from
an image problem,” he said.
“We've always suffered from un-
dervalued housing, compared to
Winfield or Wheaton.

“Home sales have been hin-
dered” as a result of the Kerr-
McGee controversy, Balocca said.

“There is quite a lot of progress
that can be made in terms of
housing values and community
pride.”

“The stigma is going to be re-
moved along with the thorium,”
said Merrion.

“It’s the best thing that could
happen to West Chicago right
now,” said Rita Baden, executive
director of the chamber of com-
merce. “This has been a real
black eye to West Chicago. It
seemed like every few years West
Chicago would be going real well
and all of a sudden there would be
an article about Kerr-McGee and
everybody would be up in arms
again,”

“I think it's scared quite a few
people from living here,” said
Baden.

Adams, a veteran of years of
battles with Kerr-McGee, said
he’ll believe the materials are to
be removed when he sees the first
trainload leave town.

“People will be pleased once
it's gone,” he said. “Right now,
there’s really no change in what’s
going on.”

Under the agreement, the com-
pany also promised to address
other contaminated sites through-
out the city.

TAG’s Balocca said the watch-
dog organization intends to con-
tinue its high-pressure campaign
to get Kerr-McGee to remove the
material.

“There is still work to be
done,” he said. “They have to get
a license for the removal, and
there will have to be public hear-
ings.”



West Chicago hailed
for thorium victory

By Michael Martinez

It was a day for the people of
West Chicago to be honored by
government officials Friday for their
Liliputian role in overcoming the
corporate power of an industrial
giant.

Joining a retinue of other offi-
cials, Gov. Jim Edgar visited the
closed factory of Kerr-McGee
Chemical Corp. in West Chicago,
where 150 rallying residents were
praised for their persistent demands
that the company remove radioac-
tive waste material from the site.

After resisting those demands to
clean up the old factory for more
than a decade, Kerr-McGee agreed
this week to move 13 million cubic
feet of thorium-contaminated dirt
and construction debris from the
disassembled plant to an undeter-
mined, out-of-state_depository. The
company also indicated it would
clean up residents’ contaminated
yards.

“This is a good example of what
can happen when citizens get in-
volved,” Edgar told the rally. Refer-
ring to an old saying that the
squeaky wheel gets the grease, he
added, “You didn’t squeak. You
roared, and congratulations.”

West Chicago Mayor Paul Netzel
said: “Doggone it. We won! We
won! ... We have beaten Kerr-
McGee in probably the toughest
game West Chicago has ever seen.”

Against a backdrop of radioactive
soil and a contaminated heap of
rusting steel, Edgar told residents
they must remain vigilant while a
final cleanup agreement is worked

out over the coming months.

Dan Balocca, co-founder of the
Thorium Action Group, the resi-
dents organization that was a vehi-
cle for the grass-roots movement, .

and said that “quite a task”
still lies ahead.

But he couldn’t resist sharing the
euphoria of the victory.

«“Persistence pays off, doesn’t it?”
Balocca said. “We have finally
prevailed.” ]

Balocca said later in an interview.

that TAG activists were average

homeowners committed to expelling
Kerr-McGee’s radioactive material
from their community. He said
other residents groups p i
but that Kerr-McGee waged a battle
of attrition over the years, wearing
out activists in each group until
they dissolved. But another group
always rose to fill the void, and
TAG was the latest, he said.

What finally persuaded Kerr-
McGee to clean up the site, Edgar
said, was possible state legislation
that would have required the com-
pany to pay an annual fee of $10 a
cubic feet of thorium buried in
West Chicago, or $130 million a
year. Netzel estimated cleanup costs
for Kerr-McGee were $100 million
to $140 million.

Sen. Doris Karpiel (R-Roselle),
who sponsored the legislation with
Rep. Donald Hensel, a Republican
of West Chicago, also credited
teamwork among elected local,
state, and federal officials.

«This is the way the system is
really supposed to work,” she told
residents.
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From IEMA Director James K. Joseph |

The tragic attacks in Paris on Nov. 13 highlight the critical need for all of us in
the response community to remain vigilant and continue to refine our skills and
plans so that we are well-prepared for all types of hazards, both natural and
man-made. While from a homeland security perspective state and federal
partners are working around the clock, as emergency managers it is important
that we work to create resilient communities able to recover from any incident.

To that effect, | applaud our colleagues in Madison and DeWitt counties for their
commitment to planning and training.

Madison County Emergency Management Agency recently hosted a regional
communications-focused exercise. This exercise brought together statewide
capabilities and, for the first time, exercised an airborne repeater thanks to our
partners at the Civil Air Patrol. My thanks to Director Larry Ringering and his
staff for tackling this challenging emergency response issue and hosting a
successful regional exercise. Read more about the exercise on page 3.

| also want to recognize DeWitt County EMA Coordinator Teresa Barnett for her exceptional leadership dealing
simultaneously with a FEMA-graded nuclear power plant exercise and a real-life emergency. | spoke with Teresa
after this event to commend her deft handling of this difficult situation. During the call, she stressed that it truly
was a team effort made possible by
19 other staff and county officers.

Spoken like a true leader! Read more In this issue

CILBISRUCEIEEUCENE NI EEll  Hostile Action-Based Exercise Tests Response Plans
exercise in this issue. Japanese Officials Visit IEMA

Larry and Teresa are just two of the Madison County Hosts Regional Exercise

countless professionals dedicated to [k CLRU L

public safety in lllinois. | want to take Input Sought on IA Declaration Criteria

this opportunity to thank each of you [ERAGEIENITZTL LTI e CEL T

for your commitment and service to Radioactive Materials Program Review

the residents of your community and Flammable Liquid Rail Training

this state. FFY 16 Public Assistance Program Updates

Summit Evauluation Responses
Warmest holiday greetings from my Save the Date

family to yours. God bless!




West Chicago Thorium Cleanup Milestone Observed

A major milestone in a two-decades-long radioactive
material cleanup project in West Chicago and DuPage
County was observed during November. Director
Joseph and IEMA personnel involved in the massive
cleanup in West Chicago and DuPage County joined
local officials and the West Chicago Environmental
Response Trust (WCERT) to recognize the elimination
of contaminated soil.

Between 1932 and 1973, thorium and rare earth
compounds were processed at a 43-acre factory site
in West Chicago. The Lindsey Light Company (later
known as Kerr-McGee) used the materials to produce
lantern mantels for gaslights originally used for street
and home lighting and later for camping lanterns.

In addition, after World War Il the facility produced
thorium for the Strategic and Critical Materials
Stockpiling Act under contract via the Atomic Energy
Commission, which was a predecessor to both the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission and the Department
of Energy.

The process generated more than one million tons of
radioactively contaminated waste materials. Much of
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this material was buried on the factory site, within
several feet of homes and businesses. This resulted
in contamination of on-site soils and groundwater.

In the early days of the facility’s operations, hazards
related to the waste materials weren’t fully understood.
As a result, large quantities of the contaminated waste
were taken from the site and used as fill dirt at
hundreds of homes and city-owned properties
throughout the community.

Activities focused on removal of thorium began in
1994. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency had
authority over cleanup efforts at contaminated
properties outside the factory site borders. This
included remediation of Kress Creek and a branch of
the DuPage River, Reed-Keppler Park and more than
700 residential properties. IEMA provided crucial
support to these projects by identifying contaminated
properties, conducting verification surveys, collecting
and testing soil samples and ensuring the protection
of people living and working near the cleanups.

The Illinois Department of Nuclear Safety (now part of
IEMA) became the regulatory entity for the radioactive
(continued on page 7)
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Current and former IEMAemponees mvolved in the West Chicago project joined local officials, WCERT and U.S EPArepresentatives
at the former factory site on Nov. 10 to mark the elimination of contaminated soil. The group included Jamie Lock (left), project
engineer with DuPage County Stormwater Management, and West Chicago Mayor Ruben Pineda (right).



West Chicago Thorium Cleanup Milestone Observed (continued from page 6)

material license pertaining to the Rare Earths Facility
on Nov. 1, 1990. When a trust was established in
2011, the state of lllinois became a beneficiary to the
trust. The WCERT is responsible for managing
cleanup in accordance with the conditions of their
lllinois radioactive material license.

To date, combined off-site and on-site cleanup
activities have cost more than $1.2 billion, and 70
percent of this cleanup project has been privately
funded. Due to the thorium stockpiling efforts on
behalf of the federal government, the U.S. Department
of Energy also has provided funds for this cleanup
project under the Title X Uranium/Thorium
Reimbursement Program.

The majority of on-site cleanup activities have been
completed, with remediation of contaminated
groundwater the remaining cleanup project. IEMA and
the WCERT will be focused on the contaminated
groundwater in coming years, and cleanup will occur
upon receipt of Title X reimbursements. Institutional
controls are in place to prevent public health impacts
from the contaminated groundwater plume.

By the numbers:
e Thorium contamination removed from
approximately 700 residential properties

e 1.6 million tons of radioactive waste shipped for
out-of-state disposal

e $1.2 billion spent for cleanup of the factory site,
residential properties, Redd-Keppler Park and the
DuPage River

e 16,000 rail cars used to ship material for disposal

e 8 miles of Kress Creek and the DuPage River
cleaned up

e 385 million gallons of water treated to remove
contamination

e 345,000 tons of material processed through the
Physical Separation Facility (reduced the number
of rail car shipments by about 3,400 and saved
millions of dollars)

Radioactive Materials Program Undergoes Federal Review

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
conducted a routine periodic Integrated Materials
Performance and Evaluation Program (IMPEP) review
for IEMA’s Bureau of Radiation Safety on Nov. 10. The
review was conducted by three NRC staff from the
agency’s Region IlI office in Lisle, lllinois, and
addressed nine performance indicators.

The IMPEP team’s preliminary findings determined the
lllinois program is adequate to protect public health
and safety and is compatible with the NRC’s program.
The review team made no recommendations in regard
to program performance by the lllinois Agreement
State Program during this review. The review team
indicated that the lllinois Agreement State Program
remains a very active, strong and stable program with
excellent management support.

During the review, NRC and IEMA staff also discussed
national policy on security, proposed rulemakings,
medical events and staffing/budgetary concerns at
the state and federal levels.

Based on the positive results of this interim review, the

Kay Foster, chief of the Bureau of Nuclear Facility Safety,
explained the state’s remote monitoring system to NRC

representatives following the IMPEP review.

next full review of the Illinois Agreement State Program
will take place in 2018. The previous full review was
conducted in 2013, at which time the state received a
one-year extension for having two consecutive IMPEP
reviews with all indicators found satisfactory.
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